


DIRK KEMPTHORNE
GOVERNOR

January 20, 2004

To the Idaho Legislature and the Citizens of Idaho:

Re: The Prosecution of Child Sexual Abuse

The latest reported findings on child sexual abuse show an increase of reported cases
from last year. There were 459 filed cases of child sexual abuse by adult and juvenile
offenders in Idaho courts in FY 2003, which is a slight increase from the 434 total
reported cases from the FY 2002 report.

Child sexual abuse remains one of the most horrific acts which can be committed against
our most vulnerable population. The trend in reported cases over the past two years
indicates that our State has yet to finish the job in mininlizing the number of these crimes.

I am committed to protecting Idaho's future, and I recognize that the well-being of our
children is essential. An integrated effort that includes law enforcement, our education
community, the Legislature and other jurisdictions of State and local government will
provide the essential foundation to attack this problem. We must continue our tireless
efforts in this regard.

STATE CAPITOL. BOISE, IDAHO 83720 .(208) 334-2100



STATE OF IDAHO
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

LAWRENCE G. WASDEN

January 20, 2004

To The Idaho Legislature and the Citizens of Idaho

Re: The Prosecution of Child Sexual Abuse

This is the fifteenth annual report to the Idaho Legislature concerning the prosecution of sexual
abuse crimes against children in our state. The report is prepared and submitted pursuant to Idaho
Code § 67-1405.

For the year ending June 30, 2003, prosecutions were initiated in 459 cases of child sexual abuse
involving 516 victims. This represents an increase of 25 cases and 37 victims.

Perhaps the most startling statistic is in cases involving juvenile offenders. In FY 2003, there were
167 prosecutions of juvenile offenders, the highest number reported to date and an increase of
nearly 35% from the previous year. Considering nearly 70% of teen offenders' victims are 11
years old or younger, this is a very disturbing statistic. One can only hope that this is an anomaly
and not the beginning of a trend.

Conversely. the decline of 18 in the number of adult prosecutions is welcome news after two years
of increases.

Despite variations from year to year in the number of cases prosecuted, the report has
underscored a consistent message for the last 15 years. In the majority of cases, the abuser is a
person known and trusted by the victim and the victim's family. This report, like its predecessors,
documents that child sexual abuse committed by a stranger is very rare. Less than 1 % of those
prosecuted were strangers to their victim.

This is critically important information for parents. Parents should know who their children are
spending time with and be vigilant that those who are building relationships of trust with their
children do not seek to exploit that trust.

I hope that this report will be a valuable resource to policy makers, prosecutors, law enforcement
officers, parents and others interested in reducing this heinous crime.

Sincerely,

(~::::::~~~~~~~~
Attorney General

P.O. Box 83720. Boise, Idaho 83720-0010
Telephone: (208) 334-2400. FAX: (208) 334-2530

Located at 700 W. Jefferson Street, Suite 210
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Ten Counties: Highest Rates of Child Sex Abuse Cases-Chart 3T   

 Chart 3T shows the counties with the highest incidence of cases 

filed for child sex abuse.  The rate is shown for Adults, Juveniles and the 

Total/Rate per 10,000.  The figures are standardized based on 2000 

census data allowing for valid comparisons among the counties 

regardless of population density.  In the current FY03 report, Gem 

County (15,181) reported the lowest Total/Rate for the ten counties with 

6.6/10,000.  Valley County (7,651) reported the highest rate with 

17.0/10,000.  

 Again, as mentioned in the previous reports, the small population 

of many Idaho counties skews the findings.  The dynamics of this type of 

crime as well as the age of the victims may account for under-reporting.  

The higher reported numbers may also indicate more aggressive 

enforcement efforts and prosecution.  Trend analysis over time is 

providing a clearer picture of incidence by county and the justice system 

response. 
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FY2003 Idaho Child Sexual Abuse Study

Chart 3T - 10 Counties with Highest Rates

Rates per 10,000 Population

Adult Rate Juvenile Rate Total Rate
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