
ar Ms. Kautz: 

The Attorney General has asked me to respond to your letter 
March 14, 1989, wherein you asked whether a convicted felon 

hose rights have been restored can sit on a jury and vote in 
lections. You cite the apparent conflict between Idaho Code 
18-310, which restores the full rights of citizenship upon 

ervice of a felony sentence, and Idaho Code f j  19-2018, which 
ists "conviction of felony" as one of the "general causes of 
challenge" to jury service. 

Article 6, 3 3, of the Idaho Constitution provides in its 
entirety that: 

No person is permitted to vote, serve 
as a juror, or hold any civil office 
who is under guardianship, or who has, 
at any place, been convicted of a 
felony, and who has not been restored 
to the rights of citizenship, or who, 
at the time of such election, is 
confined in prison on conviction of a 
criminal offense. 



have been convicted of a felony but who have had their civil 
hts restored. 

However, the restoration of civil rights does not expunge 
fact of the conviction. Idaho law is full of examples where 

persistent violator if he has been previously convicted of two 
felonies under Idaho Code 5 19-2514. As stated previously by 
the Attorney General, "a conviction for felony is a historical 
fact which does not waft away without an expungement." Attorney 
General's Opinion No. 86-16. 

It has also been held that a person does not have a 
constitutional right to have ex-felons as part of a jury panel. 
Rubio v. Superior Court of San Yoamin Cty., 593 P.2d 595 
(Cal. 1979), Van Arsdall v. State, 486 At.2d 1 (Del. 1984). 

C 
In recognition of a felon's demonstrated disrespect for the 

law, the legislature has provided the opportunity for a party to 



e f ,  C r i m i n a l  L a w  D i  


