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Re: Jurisdiction of Coroner 

Dear Mr. Haile: 

In your letter to the Attorney General of November 25, 
1986, you pose a factual situation where an incident occurs in 
one county which results in injury to an individual who is then 
transported into your county for medical treatment and 
subsequently dies as the result of the incident. The resulting 
question then is which county coroner has jurisdiction to 
determine the cause of death and sign the death certificate; the 
coroner in the county where the incident occurred, or the 
coroner in the county where the death occurred? 

Idaho Code 3 39-260(b) requires a coroner to certify to the 
cause of death "[wlhen no physician was in attendance during the 
last illness of the deceased; or . . . when circumstances 
suggest that the death occurred as a result of other than 
natural causes. " A coroner is then obligated to refer for 
investigation to local law enforcement, cases of deaths which 
are the result of violence, or occur under suspicious or unknown 
circumstances or when a physician was not in attendance and the 
cause of death cannot be certified to by a physician, Idaho Code 
§ 19-4301. 

Section 19-4301 provides the jurisdictional parameters for 
coroners in cases of violent or unknown deaths. The coroner of 
the county in which a death occurs should refer investigations 
into the causes of death to the coroner and law enforcement 
~fficers of the county in which the incident causing death 
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occurred.  I t  w i l l  then be up t o  t h e  coroner i n  the  county where 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  causing death occurred t o  conduct an inques t ,  
r eques t  an autopsy, o r  otherwise t a k e  s t e p s  t o  determine t h e  
cause of dea th .  This coroner must c e r t i f y  a s  t o  the  cause of 
dea th  a s  p resc r ibed  by 5 39-260(b) .  This comports with t h e  
genera l  r u l e  of law governing t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of coroners,  18 
C.J.S. 5 16.  

Therefore,  t h e  procedure which you use i n  a id ing  t h e  
coroner of t h e  county where t h e  i n c i d e n t  causing death occurs ,  
b u t  d e f e r r i n g  t o  him o r  h e r  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  as  t o  t h e  exact  
cause of dea th ,  appears t o  be t h e  proper course of conduct 
pursuant  t o  5 19-4301. Obviously, i f  t h e  inc iden t  causing death 
i s  unknown, then  you may assume j u r i s d i c t i o n  and c e r t i f y  a s  t o  
t h e  cause of dea th .  Idaho Code 5 19-4301. That provis ion which 
you c i t e  i n  5 39-260 and which begins ,  "When death occurs i n  a  
moving conveyance . . . "  a p p l i e s  only t o  those s i t u a t i o n s  where 
a  body i s  brought i n t o  Idaho from some o t h e r  s t a t e .  

I f  our  o f f i c e  can be of a d d i t i o n a l  a s s i s t ance ,  p lease  do 
n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  l e t  us know. 

S ince re ly ,  

DANIEL G .  CHADWICK 
Deputy Attorney General 
Intergovernmental A f f a i r s  

DGC/mkf 

C C :  Marc Haws 


