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THIS I S  NOT AN OFFICIAL iiTT0K:JE'r' GZXERAL O 1 I : J I O N  AND I S  
SUBMITTE3 SOLELY TO P?.Oi~ZDE LEGAL G U I D A N C E  

P a t  K o l e  h a s  s s k e d  m e  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  ) 'cur letter o f  December 
1 0 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  d e t a i l i n g  c o n c e r n s  o f  o n e  y o u r  c o n s t i t u e n t s  
r e g a r d i n g  a  w o r k e r ' s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c l a i m .  9 u r  s f f i c e  d o e s  n o t  

iV .l c -. n o r n a l l y  p r o v i d e  a d v i c e  on s u c h  ~ ~ ~ t t e r s .  7 -  LC<.]. t h e y  a r e  more  
a p p r o p r i a t e l y  d i r e c t e d  t o  p r i v a t r 2  c o u n s e 1  !.?ho d e a l  w i " i  t h e s e  
m a t t e r s  o n  a daiI.1: b a s i s  and who wouli b e  b e s t  s i t u a t e ?  t o  
e v a l u a t e  t h e  s p e c i f i c  f a c t s  o f  th,? i n d i v  i r i i i . 1  c l a i n a n t .  

B r i e f l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  it: i s  ml- i~nr l e r s t anc ! ing  t h a t  tine " w h c l e  
man" c o n c e p t  l i m i t s  r e c o v e r v  r o  503  weeks o f  r r i i s z b i l i t y  
b e n e f i t s .  T o t a l  loss o f  hei . , r inc_;  is 1ixl te i - j  t o  35% o' " w h o l e  
man" d i s a b i l i t y ,  o r  1 7 5  s\ieek:; of b e n e f i t s .  ' ~ h ~ t  1.qoul2 j e  t h e  

rn' maximum a w a r d ,  assgrnini j  tk l ~ s s  was tot!:. ~ n e  percent of 
. ,  - a c t u a l  l o s s  would  e  i.s~sbL1.:;ri.e'3 2 t  ' : ) e a r  i n g .  T h e  I n d u s t r i a l  

Commiss ion  is n c t  Sound  b y  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  13~2dica :  t e s t i n g  
p r o c e d u r e  s u c h  $as t h e  AtA inc tho?  o u t l i n e d  i n  y o u r  
l e t t e r - - t h o i ~ g h ,  o b v i o u s l y ,  s u c h  m e t h o d s  e n j o y  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  of  
b e i n g  s t a n d a r d i z e d  a n d  r e c o g n i z e d  n a t i o n w i d e .  T h e  Cornrr,ission 
w o u l d  make i t s  d e c i s i o n  b a s a d  on  t e s t i m o n y  o f  m e d i c a l  e x p e r t s .  
Your  c o n s t i t u e n t  would  ! lave  the r  i g h t  t o  p r e s e n t  w h a t e v e r  
m e d i c a l  t e s t i m o n y  h e  sees f i t .  



The H o n o r a b l e  R o n  S l a t e r  

(' F e b r u a r y  2 8 ,  1985 
P a s e  2 . ' -  . 

I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  deck is n o t  s t a c k e d  a g a i n s t  your  
c o n s t i t u e n t .  The r e a l  p r o b l e m ,  h e  w i l l  d i s c o v e r ,  is  t h a t  
w o r k e r ' s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  awards  a r e  a l l  p a r s i m o n i o u s  by  t h e  
s t a n d a r d s  o f  normal  p e r s o n a l  i n j u r  y l i t i g a t i o n .  

I hope t h i s  is o f  a s s i s t a n c e .  If you need  f u r t h e r  h e l p ,  
c o n t a c t  me. 

S i n c e r e l y ,  

J Q H N  J. ~ I c P I A H O N  
C h i t .  f Df-pu t y  


