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Re: S e n a t e  B i l l  1105 

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Bengson: 

You have  r e q u e s t e d  l e g a l  g u i d a n c e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  meaning of  
t h e  p h r a s e  " s t a t e  c a n d i d a t e "  i n  S e n a t e  B i l l  1105. S p e c i f i c a l l y  
you r e q u e s t  g u i d a n c e  a s  t o  which s t a t e  e l e c t e d  o f f  i c e s  would be  
i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  t h e  meaning of  " s t a t e  c a n d i d a t e "  a s  proposed i n  
S 34-707A. Our c o n c l u s i o n  is t h a t  a  " s t a t e  c a n d i d a t e "  a s  
proposed i n c l u d e s  on ly  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  s t a t e - w i d e  p o l i t i c a l  
o f f  i c e  and d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  " d i s t r i c t  c a n d i d a t e s "  such  a s  t h o s e  
s e e k i n g  e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  Idaho L e g i s l a t u r e .  

Chap te r  7  of  t i t l e  34 d i s t i n g u i s h e s  between c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  
d i s t r i c t  and s t a t e  o f f  i c e .  For example ,  i n  Idaho  Code § 34-705 
i t  is  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  " a l l  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  d i s t r i c t ,  s t a t e ,  and 
f e d e r a l  o f f  i c e s  s h a l l  f i l e  t h e i r  d e c l a r a t i o n  of cand idacy  w i t h  
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e r t 1  ( emphas i s  added) I n  Idaho  Code 
S 34-706 a  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  drawn between " l e g i s l a t i v e  
c a n d i d a t e s "  and " c a n d i d a t e s  who have  f i l e d  f o r  f e d e r a l  an? 
s t a t e  o f f i c e s , "  T h e r e f o r e ,  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of c h a p t e r  7  of  
t i t l e  34 " s t a t e  c a n d i d a t e s "  a r e  t h o s e  c a n d i d a t e s  who run  f o r  
s t a t e - w i d e  o f f i c e  and who would be s e l e c t e d  by t h e  s t a t e  
c e n t r a l  committee i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  a  vacancy,  a s  opposed t o  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t  c e n t r a l  committee i n  c a s e s  of a  
l e g i s l a t i v e  vacancy.  See Idaho  Code 5 34-715. 



F u r t h e r  our i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p h r a s e  " s t a t e  c a n d i d a t e "  
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e  Idaho S e c r e t a r y  of  

a t e ' s  o f f  i c e  and w i t h  t h e i r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and a p p l i c a t i o n  of  
t h e  law. A s . y o u  know, a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of t h e  
law by t h e v  agency e n t r u s t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  en fo rcement  i s  e n t i t l e d  
t o  c o n s i d e r a b l e  we igh t .  See S t a t e  of  Idaho  v .  Kleppe,  417 
~ . ~ u p p - 8 7 3  (D.C. Idaho 1 9 7 3 ) .  I n  summary it would appear  t h a t  
" s t a t e  c a n d i d a t e s "  a s  used i n  S.B. 1105 would a p p l y  on ly  t o  
c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  a  s t a t e - w i d e  o f f i c e .  I f  t h e r e  is a n y t h i n g  
f u r t h e r  we c a n  p r o v i d e ,  p l e a s e  a d v i s e .  

Very t r u l y  y o u r s ,  

P ~ T R I  CK J .' KOLE 
C h i e f ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  and 
P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  D i v i s i o n  - 


